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WORKSHOP:
POPULATION

The nineteenth century turned the very old
concept of “population” into a newly central
actor in the realms of politics, arts, and science.
This workshop aims to answer several pertinent
questions: How did the concept vary in different
national and professional contexts, and how
did it interact with other rubrics of organization
like race, nation, class, and gender? How did
population cut across or reinforce the ideology
and practice of slavery and empire? How
adequately do our current theories account for
nineteenth-century realities? And what legacies
of nineteenth-century theories of populations
are still with us today?
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Co-sponsored by:

Center for Cultural Analysis
Americanist Seminar
Rutgers British Studies Center
Department of English
Department of History
Program in Comparative Literature

For more information, please visit:
www.19thcenturyworkshop.weebly.com.
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WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6

WORKSHOPS | 1:00 PM - 4:30 PM

MURRAY HALL, ROOM 302

1:15-2:45 PM | POPULATION
MIGRATION/ MANAGEMENT
Moderator: Judith Surkis (Rutgers)

Jonathan Schroeder (Yale)
“Slave Nostalgia in the Americas”

Andrew Urban (Rutgers)
“Making the Population Work:
Castle Garden and the Brokerage of
Immigrant Domestic Labor”

2:45-3:00 PM | COFFEE BREAK

3:00-4:30 PM | AVERAGE
AESTHETICS
Moderator: David Kurnick (Rutgers)

Randall Knoper (Massachusetts)
“Nerve Force, the Vitality of Racial
Populations, and Statistics
of Artistic Creation”

Catherine Howe (Williams)
“Populations in Plaster: Dudley
Allen Sargent’s Sculptures of
the ‘Average’ American Man and
Woman”

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6

KEYNOTE | 5:00 PM - 7:30 PM
ALEXANDER LIBRARY,
TELECONFERENCE LECTURE HALL

Introduction: Colin Jager (Rutgers)

Frances Ferguson (Chicago)
“Molding Populations: Deep Education”

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7

WORKSHOPS | 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM

MURRAY HALL, ROOM 302
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9:00-9:30 AM | COFFEE & PASTRIES

9:30-11:00 AM | POPULATION’S
TEMPORALITIES

Moderator: Emma Lieber (Rutgers)

David Womble (Chicago)
“Planetary Populations and the
Scales of Victorian Time”

Sari Altshuler (Emory)
“The Gothic Origins of Global
Health”

11:00-11:15 | COFFEE BREAK

11:15-12:45 | GENRES OF
MALTHUSIANISM
Moderator: Dianne Sadoff (Rutgers)

Laura Soderberg (Pennsylvania)
“Children of Malthus:
Overpopulation, Resolution, and
Reform in Harriet Beecher Stowe’s
Dred”

Gregory Vargo (NYU)
“Books of (Social) Murder:
Population and Slow Violence in
the New Poor Law Debate”

12:45-2:00 PM | LUNCH

2:00-3:30 PM | EXPERIMENTS IN
STATISTICS

Moderator: Andrew Parker (Rutgers)

Emily Hainze (Columbia)
““‘My Future is to be Better Now’:

Reading Case Files from the

New York State Reformatory for

Women at Bedford Hills”

Molly Farrell (Ohio State)
“‘Each year the numbers | recount’:
Cowper’s Bills of Mortality Poems in
the Early U.S.”



