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October 20, 2022 
 
 
Dear Colleagues and Graduate Students: 
 
I write to encourage you to apply for a position as a Faculty or Graduate Fellow at the 
Center for Cultural Analysis for 2023-2024. Fellows meet regularly around a yearly 
theme.   In 2023-24 our theme will be "Voice: Sound, Technology, Performance," 
focusing broadly on the history, metaphysics, and expressive range of voice as a doubly 
artistic and phenomenological category.  Please read the following pages and consider 
joining us for what promises to be an exciting year. 
 
If you have any questions about the application process, please contact us at 
admin@cca.rutgers.edu. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Leah Price  
 
Acting Director 
Center for Cultural Analysis 
Rutgers University 
15 Seminary Place, 6th floor 
New Brunswick, NJ 08901 
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Center for Cultural Analysis 
Call for Applications, 2023-2024 

 
"Voice: Sound, Technology, Performance." 

Sound Studies is an emerging interdisciplinary field that draws on musicology, 
ethnomusicology, performance studies, media studies, anthropology, gender studies, literary 
studies, ethnic and indigenous studies, religion, animal studies, classics, and philosophy. It has 
been especially hospitable to Black scholars with expertise in orature and other performance 
traditions.  

The 2023-24 seminar on “Voice: Sound, Technology, Performance,” chaired by Maurice Wallace 
(English) and Andrew Parker (French and Comp Lit) invites scholars and practitioners in the 
humanities and the sciences to think broadly about the history, metaphysics, and expressive 
range of voice as a doubly artistic and phenomenological category in world (and, in some 
discourses, other-world) experience. What is the relationship of voice to the body in these 
senses? What is voice relative to the human as an onto-anthropological unit? Relative to a given 
era’s new media and other technologies? Relative to audition as a historical or cultural practice?  

 
The seminar will meet approximately once every two weeks for three hours on 
Wednesday afternoons over the course of the 2023-24 academic year.  We will read and 
discuss scholarship related to our topic, and members will circulate and present work-
in-progress.  In addition, distinguished guests will visit the seminar to discuss current 
projects and share insights and expertise. 

 

● Maurice Wallace is associate professor of English at Rutgers University-New 
Brunswick. His primary fields of specialization are African American literature and 
cultural studies, and nineteenth-century American literature with deep interests in 
visual culture and sound studies. He is the author of Constructing the Black Masculine: 
Identity and Ideality in African American Men’s Literature and Culture, 1775-1995 and co-
editor with Shawn Michelle Smith of Pictures and Progress: Early Photography and the 
Making of African American Identity. His book King’s Vibrato: Blackness, Modernism, and the 
Sonic Life of Martin Luther King, Jr. is forthcoming from Duke University Press.  

 
● Andrew Parker is professor of French and Comparative Literature at Rutgers, where he 

teaches classes in literary and cultural theory and comparative literary and media 
studies. He taught English at Amherst College from 1982 to 2012. He is the author most 
recently of The Theorist’s Mother; the editor and principle translator of Jacques Ranciere’s 
The Philosopher and His Poor; and the co-editor of five essay collections, among them 
Performativity and Performance (with Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick) and After Sex? On Writing 
since Queer Theory (with Janet Halley). In 2022 he chairs the American Comparative 
Literature Association’s Rene Wellek Prizes Committee, which selects the year’s best 
monograph and edited collection.        
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Structure of Awards and Application Procedure 
 
 
FACULTY FELLOWSHIPS 
 
Faculty members may apply for a fellowship in connection with the annual theme.  The 
CCA will grant up to five faculty fellowships, in the form of a course-release in either 
the Fall 2022 or Spring 2023 semester (course-releases are supported by funding for 
instructional replacement arranged through the Fellow’s department and paid by CCA, 
generally at the amount of $5000).  Faculty who will hold other fellowships (NEH, 
Guggenheim, sabbatical, etc.) are not eligible to receive funded fellowships from the 
CCA, but faculty who will be on fellowship or sabbatical may apply to be appointed as 
unfunded fellows. Applications from regular, full-time faculty members should be 
submitted for approval to their department chairs, who will in turn forward completed 
applications to the CCA.  Department chairs must indicate their willingness to accept 
the terms of support for a course release. Chairs may support more than one 
application.  
 
 
GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS 
 
Five graduate student fellowships will be awarded by the CCA to students who are in 
the process of writing their dissertations (i.e. coursework has been completed).  
Graduate Fellowships receive a grant of $23,000 (which can be supplemented by their 
home department) and tuition remission for up to 3 research credits per semester for 
the year. Graduate Fellows will be expected to attend all events related to the main 
seminar and to participate actively in the public functions of the CCA. Graduate 
Fellows may not hold any other teaching positions, long-term fellowships, or 
administrative appointments during their CCA year.  However, students who will hold 
other year-long fellowships may apply to be appointed as unfunded Fellows, provided 
their application clearly indicates the relevance of the seminar topic to their dissertation 
work.  Graduate Fellowships will ordinarily be awarded only to students who have 
received 5 or fewer years of funding from Rutgers University at the time of application.  
Students who have already received 6 or more years of support may apply if the 
seminar theme is particularly suited to their dissertation projects, but they will require a 
waiver from SAS to take up the CCA Fellowship.  
 
Fellows will have access to the resources of the CCA and staff support, within the limits 
allowable by the CCA’s budget. 
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PROCEDURES FOR APPLICATION 
 
Faculty and graduate students should submit application forms to department 
chairs/graduate directors no later than December 2, 2022 (see deadlines below).   
The application package must include:  
 

1) Letter of Application (2-3 single-spaced pages) 
2) Information Form, submitted electronically via https://bit.ly/ccafellow2023 
3) Brief Project Abstract (250-400 words) 
4) Curriculum Vitae 
5) GRADUATE STUDENTS ONLY:  2 Letters of Recommendation, emailed as 

PDF files directly from the recommender to the CCA: admin@cca.rutgers.edu 
6) Administrative Endorsement Form (Blank form attached or downloaded here) 

 
Applications for Graduate Fellowships (excluding letters of recommendation) should be 
forwarded first to the appropriate graduate director, then on to CCA. 
 
Applications from regular, full-time faculty members should be submitted for approval 
to their department chairs, who will in turn forward completed applications to the 
CCA.  Department chairs must indicate their willingness to accept the terms of support 
for a course release. Chairs may support more than one application. 
 
All applications will be evaluated by a subcommittee of the CCA’s Executive 
Committee that includes the faculty directors of the annual seminar.  
 
 
DEADLINES 
 
December 2, 2022:  Faculty members and graduate students should submit their 
applications to Chairpersons or Directors (or Deans, if no departmental structure 
exists).  
 
December 10, 2022:  Chairs and Directors should submit all endorsed applications to 
the CCA.  
 
For ease of submission, each complete, endorsed application packet must be sent as a 
single PDF file to admin@cca.rutgers.edu. 
 
December 15, 2022:  All applicants will receive email acknowledgments for received 
applications. If you do not receive an email acknowledgment, please contact us. 
 
February 7, 2023:  Selections will be made, and successful candidates will be informed 
by email. Formal letters to all applicants will follow. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please send an email to admin@cca.rutgers.edu. 

https://bit.ly/ccafellow2023
https://cca.rutgers.edu/people/become-a-fellow
mailto:admin@cca.rutgers.edu
mailto:admin@cca.rutgers.edu
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